
The following Colorado Statutes apply to military vehicles owned and operated by 
private citizens of Colorado. They were reproduced from the official Colorado State 
website http://www.colorado.gov/.  Then under “Government” and “Quicklinks”  Locate 
Statutes/Bills.  Then under “U.S. & Colorado Constitutions, Statutes and Session Laws”  
U.S. & Colorado Constitutions, Colorado Revised Statutes, and Colorado Court Rules 
which takes you the LexisNexis website which is the official publisher of the Colorado 

Revised Statutes.  Select Colorado Revised Statutes.  Then you have go through 
many ‘click to expand levels” to get to the specific statute you want.  The following are 
excerpts from the two statutes that that are listed below and specifically apply to 
operating privately owned ex-military vehicles: 

 42-1-102 line item (52.5) "Military vehicle" means a vehicle of any size or weight that is 

valued for historical purposes, that was manufactured for use by any nation's armed 

forces, and that is maintained in a condition that represents its military design and 

markings. 

42-3-202 (4) Notwithstanding subsections (1) to (3) of this section, the owner of a military 

vehicle may elect to not display the vehicle's assigned license plate if the license plate is 

physically in the military vehicle and is available for inspection to any peace officer who 

requests the plate. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

C.R.S. 42-1-102  

 

COLORADO REVISED STATUTES 

 

*** This document reflects changes current through all laws passed at the First Regular Session 

of the Sixty-Ninth General Assembly of the State of Colorado (2013) *** 

 

TITLE 42. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC   

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE   

ARTICLE 1.GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE   

PART 1. DEFINITIONS AND CITATION 

 

C.R.S. 42-1-102 (2013) 

 

42-1-102. Definitions 

 

 

 

As used in articles 1 to 4 of this title, unless the context otherwise requires: 

 

(1) "Acceleration lane" means a speed-change lane, including tapered areas, for the purpose of 

enabling a vehicle entering a roadway to increase its speed to a rate at which it can more safely 
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merge with through traffic. 

 

(2) "Administrator" means the property tax administrator. 

 

(3) "Alley" means a street or highway intended to provide access to the rear or side of lots or 

buildings in urban areas and not intended for the purpose of through vehicular traffic. 

 

(4) "Apportioned registration" means registration of a vehicle pursuant to a reciprocal agreement 

under which the fees paid for registration of such vehicle are ultimately divided among the 

several jurisdictions in which the vehicle travels, based upon the number of miles traveled by the 

vehicle in each jurisdiction or upon some other agreed criterion. 

 

(4.5) "Appurtenance" means a piece of equipment that is affixed or attached to a motor vehicle or 

trailer and is used for a specific purpose or task, including awnings, support hardware, and 

extractable equipment. "Appurtenance" does not include any item or equipment that is 

temporarily affixed or attached to the exterior of a motor vehicle for the purpose of transporting 

such vehicle. 

 

(5) "Authorized agent" means the officer of a county or city and county designated by law to 

issue annual registrations of vehicles and to collect any registration or license fee imposed 

thereon by law. 

 

(6) "Authorized emergency vehicle" means such vehicles of the fire department, police vehicles, 

ambulances, and other special-purpose vehicles as are publicly owned and operated by or for a 

governmental agency to protect and preserve life and property in accordance with state laws 

regulating emergency vehicles; said term also means the following if equipped and operated as 

emergency vehicles in the manner prescribed by state law: 

 

(a) Privately owned vehicles as are designated by the state motor vehicle licensing agency 

necessary to the preservation of life and property; or 

 

(b) Privately owned tow trucks approved by the public utilities commission to respond to vehicle 

emergencies. 

 

(7) "Authorized service vehicle" means such highway or traffic maintenance vehicles as are 

publicly owned and operated on a highway by or for a governmental agency the function of 

which requires the use of service vehicle warning lights as prescribed by state law and such other 

vehicles having a public service function, including, but not limited to, public utility vehicles and 

tow trucks, as determined by the department of transportation under section 42-4-214 (5). Some 

vehicles may be designated as both an authorized emergency vehicle and an authorized service 
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vehicle. 

 

(8) "Automobile" means any motor vehicle. 

 

(8.5) "BAC" means either: 

 

(a) A person's blood alcohol content, expressed in grams of alcohol per one hundred milliliters of 

blood as shown by analysis of the person's blood; or 

 

(b) A person's breath alcohol content, expressed in grams of alcohol per two hundred ten liters of 

breath as shown by analysis of the person's breath. 

 

(9) "Base jurisdiction" means the state, province, or other jurisdiction which receives, apportions, 

and remits to other jurisdictions moneys paid for registration of a vehicle pursuant to a reciprocal 

agreement governing registration of vehicles. 

 

(10) "Bicycle" means a vehicle propelled by human power applied to pedals upon which a person 

may ride having two tandem wheels or two parallel wheels and one forward wheel, all of which 

are more than fourteen inches in diameter. 

 

(10.5) "Bulk electronic transfer" means the mass electronic transfer of files, updated files, or 

portions thereof, in the same form as those files exist within the department. 

 

(11) "Business district" means the territory contiguous to and including a highway when within 

any six hundred feet along such highway there are buildings in use for business or industrial 

purposes, including but not limited to motels, banks, office buildings, railroad stations, and 

public buildings which occupy at least three hundred feet of frontage on one side or three 

hundred feet collectively on both sides of the highway. 

 

(12) "Calendar year" means the twelve calendar months beginning January 1 and ending 

December 31 of any year. 

 

(13) "Camper coach" means an item of mounted equipment, weighing more than five hundred 

pounds, which when temporarily or permanently mounted on a motor vehicle adapts such vehicle 

for use as temporary living or sleeping accommodations. 

 

(14) "Camper trailer" means a wheeled vehicle having an overall length of less than twenty-six 

feet, without motive power, which is designed to be drawn by a motor vehicle over the public 

highways and which is generally and commonly used for temporary living or sleeping 

accommodations. 



 

(15) "Chauffeur" means every person who is employed for the principal purpose of operating a 

motor vehicle and every person who drives a motor vehicle while in use as a public or common 

carrier of persons or property. 

 

(16) "Classified personal property" means any personal property which has been classified for 

the purpose of imposing thereon a graduated annual specific ownership tax. 

 

(17) "Commercial carrier" means any owner of a motor vehicle, truck, laden or unladen truck 

tractor, trailer, or semitrailer used in the business of transporting persons or property over the 

public highways for profit, hire, or otherwise in any business or commercial enterprise. 

 

(17.5) "Commercial vehicle" means a vehicle used to transport cargo or passengers for profit, 

hire, or otherwise to further the purposes of a business or commercial enterprise. This subsection 

(17.5) shall not apply for purposes of sections 42-4-235 and 42-4-707 (1). 

 

(18) "Controlled-access highway" means every highway, street, or roadway in respect to which 

owners or occupants of abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of access to or from 

the same except at such points only and in such manner as may be determined by the public 

authority having jurisdiction over such highway, street, or roadway. 

 

(19) "Convicted" or "conviction" means: 

 

(a) A plea of guilty or nolo contendere; 

 

(b) A verdict of guilty; 

 

(c) An adjudication of delinquency under title 19, C.R.S.; 

 

(d) The payment of a penalty assessment under section 42-4-1701 if the summons states clearly 

the points to be assessed for the offense; and 

 

(e) As to a holder of a commercial driver's license as defined in section 42-2-402 or the operator 

of a commercial motor vehicle as defined in section 42-2-402: 

 

(I) An unvacated adjudication of guilt or a determination by an authorized administrative hearing 

that a person has violated or failed to comply with the law; 

 

(II) An unvacated forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to secure the person's appearance in 

court; 
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(III) The payment of a fine or court cost or violation of a condition of release without bail, 

regardless of whether or not the penalty is rebated, suspended, or probated; or 

 

(IV) A deferred sentence. 

 

(20) "Court" means any municipal court, county court, district court, or any court having 

jurisdiction over offenses against traffic regulations and laws. 

 

(21) "Crosswalk" means that portion of a roadway ordinarily included within the prolongation or 

connection of the lateral lines of sidewalks at intersections or any portion of a roadway distinctly 

indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other marking on the surface. 

 

(22) "Dealer" means every person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging 

vehicles of a type required to be registered under articles 1 to 4 of this title and who has an 

established place of business for such purpose in this state. 

 

(23) "Deceleration lane" means a speed-change lane, including tapered areas, for the purpose of 

enabling a vehicle that is to make an exit to turn from a roadway to slow to the safe speed on the 

ramp ahead after it has left the mainstream of faster-moving traffic. 

 

(23.5) "Declared gross vehicle weight" means the combined weight of the vehicle or 

combination vehicle and its cargo when operated on the public highways of this state. Such 

weight shall be declared by the vehicle owner at the time the vehicle is registered. Accurate 

records shall be kept of all miles operated by each vehicle over the public highways of this state 

by the owner of each vehicle. 

 

(24) "Department" means the department of revenue of this state acting directly or through its 

duly authorized officers and agents. 

 

(24.5) "Distinctive special license plate" means a special license plate that is issued to a person 

because such person has an immutable characteristic or special achievement honor. Such special 

achievement honor shall not include a common achievement such as graduating from an 

institution of higher education. Such special achievement shall include honorable service in the 

armed forces of the United States. "Distinctive special license plate" shall include a license plate 

that is issued to a person or the person's family to honor such person's service in the armed 

forces. 

 

(25) "Divided highway" means a highway with separated roadways usually for traffic moving in 

opposite directions, such separation being indicated by depressed dividing strips, raised curbings, 



traffic islands, or other physical barriers so constructed as to impede vehicular traffic or 

otherwise indicated by standard pavement markings or other official traffic control devices as 

prescribed in the state traffic control manual. 

 

(26) "Drive-away transporter" or "tow-away transporter" means every person engaged in the 

transporting of vehicles which are sold or to be sold and not owned by such transporter, by the 

drive-away or tow-away methods, where such vehicles are driven, towed, or transported singly, 

or by saddlemount, towbar, or fullmount methods, or by any lawful combination thereof. 

 

(27) "Driver" means every person, including a minor driver under the age of twenty-one years, 

who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle. 

 

(27.3) "DUI" means driving under the influence, as defined in section 42-4-1301 (1) (f), and use 

of the term shall incorporate by reference the offense described in section 42-4-1301 (1) (a). 

 

(27.5) "DUI per se" means driving with a BAC of 0.08 or more, and use of the term shall 

incorporate by reference the offense described in section 42-4-1301 (2) (a). 

 

(27.7) "DWAI" means driving while ability impaired, as defined in section 42-4-1301 (1) (g), 

and use of the term shall incorporate by reference the offense described in section 42-4-1301 (1) 

(b). 

 

(28) "Effective date of registration period certificate" means the month in which a fleet owner 

must register all fleet vehicles. 

 

(28.5) "Electrical assisted bicycle" means a vehicle having two tandem wheels or two parallel 

wheels and one forward wheel, fully operable pedals, an electric motor not exceeding seven 

hundred fifty watts of power, and a top motor-powered speed of twenty miles per hour. 

 

(28.7) "Electric personal assistive mobility device" or "EPAMD" means a self-balancing, 

nontandem two-wheeled device, designed to transport only one person, that is powered solely by 

an electric propulsion system producing an average power output of no more than seven hundred 

fifty watts. 

 

(29) "Empty weight" means the weight of any motor vehicle or trailer or any combination 

thereof, including the operating body and accessories, as determined by weighing on a scale 

approved by the department. 

 

(30) "Essential parts" means all integral parts and body parts, the removal, alteration, or 

substitution of which will tend to conceal the identity or substantially alter the appearance of the 
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vehicle. 

 

(31) "Established place of business" means the place actually occupied either continuously or at 

regular periods by a dealer or manufacturer where such dealer's or manufacturer's books and 

records are kept and a large share of his or her business transacted. 

 

(32) "Explosives and hazardous materials" means any substance so defined by the code of 

federal regulations, title 49, chapter 1, parts 173.50 through 173.389. 

 

(33) "Farm tractor" means every implement of husbandry designed and used primarily as a farm 

implement for drawing plows and mowing machines and other implements of husbandry. 

 

(34) "Flammable liquid" means any liquid which has a flash point of seventy degrees Fahrenheit 

or less, as determined by a Tagliabue or equivalent closed-cup test device. 

 

(35) "Fleet operator" means any resident who owns or leases ten or more motor vehicles, trailers, 

or pole trailers and who receives from the department a registration period certificate in 

accordance with article 3 of this title. 

 

(36) "Fleet vehicle" means any motor vehicle, trailer, or pole trailer owned or leased by a fleet 

operator and registered pursuant to section 42-3-125. 

 

(37) "Foreign vehicle" means every motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer which is brought into 

this state otherwise than in the ordinary course of business by or through a manufacturer or 

dealer and which has not been registered in this state. 

 

(38) "Fullmount" means a vehicle which is mounted completely on the frame of the first vehicle 

or last vehicle in a saddlemount combination. 

 

(39) "Garage" means any public building or place of business for the storage or repair of 

automobiles. 

 

(39.5) "Golf car" means a self-propelled vehicle not designed primarily for operation on 

roadways and that has: 

 

(a) A design speed of less than twenty miles per hour; 

 

(b) At least three wheels in contact with the ground; 

 

(c) An empty weight of not more than one thousand three hundred pounds; and 
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(d) A carrying capacity of not more than four persons. 

 

(40) "Graduated annual specific ownership tax" means an annual tax imposed in lieu of an ad 

valorem tax upon the personal property required to be classified by the general assembly 

pursuant to the provisions of section 6 of article X of the state constitution. 

 

(41) "Gross dollar volume" means the total contracted cost of work performed or put in place in a 

given county by the owner or operator of special mobile machinery. 

 

(41.5) "Group special license plate" means a special license plate that is not a distinctive plate 

and is issued to a group of people because such people have a common interest or affinity. 

 

(41.7) Repealed. 

 

(42) "High occupancy vehicle lane" means a lane designated pursuant to the provisions of 

section 42-4-1012 (1). 

 

(43) "Highway" means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly 

maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel 

or the entire width of every way declared to be a public highway by any law of this state. 

 

(43.5) "Immediate family" means a person who is related by blood, marriage, or adoption. 

 

(44) (a) On and after July 1, 2000, "implement of husbandry" means every vehicle that is 

designed, adapted, or used for agricultural purposes. It also includes equipment used solely for 

the application of liquid, gaseous, and dry fertilizers. Transportation of fertilizer, in or on the 

equipment used for its application, shall be deemed a part of application if it is incidental to such 

application. It also includes hay balers, hay stacking equipment, combines, tillage and harvesting 

equipment, agricultural commodity handling equipment, and other heavy movable farm 

equipment primarily used on farms or in a livestock production facility and not on the highways. 

Trailers specially designed to move such equipment on highways shall, for the purposes of part 5 

of article 4 of this title, be considered as component parts of such implements of husbandry. 

 

(b) Effective July 1, 2013, for purposes of this section, "implements of husbandry" includes 

personal property valued by the county assessor as silvicultural. 

 

(45) "Intersection" means the area embraced within the prolongation of the lateral curb lines or, 

if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two highways which join one another 

at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different 
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highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict. Where a highway includes two 

roadways thirty feet or more apart, every crossing of each roadway of such divided highway by 

an intersecting highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such 

intersecting highway also includes two roadways thirty feet or more apart, every crossing of two 

roadways of such highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection. The junction of an alley 

with a street or highway does not constitute an intersection. 

 

(45.5) "Kit vehicle" means a passenger-type motor vehicle assembled, by other than a licensed 

manufacturer, from a manufactured kit that includes a prefabricated body and chassis and is 

accompanied by a manufacturer's statement of origin. 

 

(46) "Lane" means the portion of a roadway for the movement of a single line of vehicles. 

 

(47) "Laned highway" means a highway the roadway of which is divided into two or more 

clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic. 

 

(47.5) "Lien" means a security interest in a motor or off-highway vehicle under article 9 of title 

4, C.R.S., and this article. 

 

(48) "Local authorities" means every county, municipal, and other local board or body having 

authority to adopt local police regulations under the constitution and laws of this state. 

 

(48.5) (a) "Low-power scooter" means a self-propelled vehicle designed primarily for use on the 

roadways with not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, no manual clutch, and 

either of the following: 

 

(I) A cylinder capacity not exceeding fifty cubic centimeters if powered by internal combustion; 

or 

 

(II) A wattage not exceeding four thousand four hundred seventy-six if powered by electricity. 

 

(b) "Low-power scooter" shall not include a toy vehicle, bicycle, electrical assisted bicycle, 

wheelchair, or any device designed to assist mobility-impaired people who use pedestrian rights-

of-way. 

 

(48.6) "Low-speed electric vehicle" means a vehicle that: 

 

(a) Is self-propelled utilizing electricity as its primary propulsion method; 

 

(b) Has at least three wheels in contact with the ground; 



 

(c) Does not use handlebars to steer; and 

 

(d) Exhibits the manufacturer's compliance with 49 CFR 565 or displays a seventeen-character 

vehicle identification number as provided in 49 CFR 565. 

 

(49) "Manufacturer" means any person, firm, association, corporation, or trust, whether resident 

or nonresident, who manufactures or assembles new and unused motor vehicles of a type 

required to be registered under articles 1 to 4 of this title. 

 

(50) "Manufacturer's suggested retail price" means the retail price of such motor vehicle 

suggested by the manufacturer plus the retail price suggested by the manufacturer for each 

accessory or item of optional equipment physically attached to such vehicle prior to the sale to 

the retail purchaser. 

 

(51) "Markings" means all lines, patterns, words, colors, or other devices, except signs, set into 

the surface of, applied upon, or attached to the pavement or curbing or to objects within or 

adjacent to the roadway, conforming to the state traffic control manual and officially placed for 

the purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic. 

 

(52) "Metal tires" means all tires the surface of which in contact with the highway is wholly or 

partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material. 

 

(52.5) "Military vehicle" means a vehicle of any size or weight that is valued for historical 

purposes, that was manufactured for use by any nation's armed forces, and that is maintained in a 

condition that represents its military design and markings. 

 

(53) "Minor driver's license" means the license issued to a person who is at least sixteen years of 

age but who has not yet attained the age of twenty-one years. 

 

(54) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2010, (HB 10-1172), ch. 320, p. 1486, § 1, effective October 1, 

2010.) 

 

(55) "Motorcycle" means a motor vehicle that uses handlebars or any other device connected to 

the front wheel to steer and that is designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact 

with the ground; except that the term does not include a farm tractor, low-speed electric vehicle, 

or low-power scooter. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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C.R.S. 42-3-202  

 

COLORADO REVISED STATUTES 

 

*** This document reflects changes current through all laws passed at the First Regular Session 

of the Sixty-Ninth General Assembly of the State of Colorado (2013) *** 

 

TITLE 42. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC   

TAXATION   

ARTICLE 3.REGISTRATION, TAXATION, AND LICENSE PLATES   

PART 2. LICENSE PLATES 

 

C.R.S. 42-3-202 (2013) 

 

42-3-202. Number plates to be attached 

 

 

 

(1) (a) Number plates assigned to a self-propelled vehicle other than a motorcycle or street rod 

vehicle shall be attached thereto, one in the front and the other in the rear. The number plate 

assigned to a motorcycle, street rod vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, other vehicle drawn by a motor 

vehicle, or special mobile machinery shall be attached to the rear thereof. Number plates shall be 

so displayed during the current registration year, except as otherwise provided in this article. 

 

(b) If the department issues a validating tab or sticker to a motor vehicle pursuant to section 42-

3-201, the current month validating tab or sticker shall be displayed in the bottom left corner of 

the rear license plate. The current year validating tab or sticker shall be displayed in the bottom 

right corner of the rear license plate. The tabs or stickers shall be visible at all times. 

 

(2) (a) Every number plate shall at all times be securely fastened to the vehicle to which it is 

assigned, so as to prevent the plate from swinging, and shall be horizontal at a height not less 

than twelve inches from the ground, measuring from the bottom of such plate, in a place and 

position to be clearly visible, and shall be maintained free from foreign materials and in a 

condition to be clearly legible. 

 

(b) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle with an affixed device or a substance that causes 

all or a portion of a license plate to be unreadable by a system used to automatically identify a 

motor vehicle. Such a device includes, without limitation, a cover that distorts angular visibility; 

alters the color of the plate; or is smoked, tinted, scratched, or dirty so as to impair the legibility 

of the license plate. 

 

(3) (a) A person who violates any provision of this section commits a class B traffic infraction. 
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(b) A person who violates paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section commits a class A 

traffic infraction and shall be punished by a fine of one hundred dollars. 

 

(4) Notwithstanding subsections (1) to (3) of this section, the owner of a military vehicle may 

elect to not display the vehicle's assigned license plate if the license plate is physically in the 

military vehicle and is available for inspection to any peace officer who requests the plate. 

 

HISTORY: Source: L. 2005: Entire article amended with relocations, p. 1108, § 2, effective 

August 8.L. 2008: (1) amended, p. 321, § 2, effective July 1.L. 2010: (4) added, (SB 10-075), ch. 

169, p. 597, § 2, effective August 11; (1)(a) amended, (HB 10-1172), ch. 320, p. 1491, § 10, 

effective October 1. 
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